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We welcomed six graduates as guest speakers who had a variety of careers. After listening to their
presentations, we mingled freely with them over coffee. Two and a half hours flew by as the guests told
us about their experiences such as studying abroad and making a living from part-time jobs while
studying at college. It was very helpful for parents to be able to get an idea of which paths our children
may take by hearing about college entrance exams and different careers.
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As the world's common language, English is one of the most important subjects in South Korea. A lot of educational groups in South Korea try to make an
official English-language testing program like EIKEN in Japan. However, they haven't done it yet. Therefore, it is known widely that the scores of TOEFL and
TOEIC are the most important to pass entrance exams for prestigious colleges in Korea. Studying abroad is increasing with the globalization of Korea. It shows
that the importance of English is increasing in Korea. Korea doesn't have enough natural resources, so Koreans are focusing on human resource development.
Moreover, Korean parents' concerns for their child's education is extremely high. Naturally most of the children make an effort to enter prestigious colleges.
Their parents don't mind sacrificing their own lives to have their children enter prestigious colleges. Korean parents are eager to have an environment where
children get used to English from an early age. When choosing a kindergarten and elementary school, parents choose the school where the English learning
environment is better. High school and junior high school students go to private English academies to get a higher score on the TOEFL. These trends of society
are one of the reasons why young Koreans can get a higher score on the TOEFL.
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